Estimation of palm dates marketing and economics in River Nile State of North Sudan
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Introduction

Market is considered as the embodiment of all services and goods activities of a producer to
obtain a profit from production. Thus, marketing of products does not start from post-harvest, but
from the cultivation time of the crop. Accordingly, the producers and traders should consider the
specific characteristics of the marketable surplus of agricultural product, like perishables, the
annual demand and supply and crop prices. At present (in 2016), the Arab Region is the world
leader of date cultivation with almost 75% of global area under date palm, around 77% of world
production and approximately 69% of world total export of dates (Dhehibi et al., 2016). The
main consumers of dates in Europe are found in the large and growing Muslim community that
mainly consists of people who emigrated from North Africa, South Asia and the Middle East.
Date palm market grows at 5.2% CAGR to reach 13,482.48 kilo tons by 2025. Export and
product pricing statistics, and trends (Adroit Market Research, 2019). According to the United
Nation’s Food and Agriculture the Middle East date palm consumption accounted for over two-
third of the global market in 2018. Over the past few years, European dates import is continuing.
Traditionally, date fruits are consumed during Ramadan. The Muslim calendar is based on the
moon cycle and therefore the dates of Ramadan vary from year to year. Some studies mentioned
that marketing is recognizing consumer behavior, measuring it, converting this information to
planning production to meet the needs. In other words, marketing is a conscious effort to create
an efficient allocation of resources and creating a kind of expertise in the market. Organizations
must find their target market to better identify their needs to develop and provide products and
services tailored to them. The base of marketing effort is to avoid wasting resources and different
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