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Abstract

The current study is considered as one of the studies that investigate the impact of new
electronic media (specifically social media sites) - this aspect increases its importance
considering the continuous attempt to stand on the diverse and renewed effects of this media
on individuals, families, societies, countries and nations.This study aimed to identify the
importance of social media sites for individuals and families, and thus reveal the motives for
their use of these sites, and to show the extent of families’ knowledge and awareness of the
importance of social media sites.The study was launched with the main question: What is the
impact of using social media sites on family cohesion?. The survey method was used in this
study because it is compatible with such type of descriptive studies, and this was conducted
through the questionnaire as a research tool because it is compatible with this method. The
population of the study represented by the public people in the city of Atbara in River Nile
State. The researcher worked on selecting an intentional (purposeful) sample using those
social networking sitesfrom population of the study.The study approved several results,
including:: The respondents’ understanding of the importance and vitality of family
relationships and the necessity of preserving them, as their use of these sites did not contribute
to widening the gap between them and their family members, and the existence of a kind of
dialogue and a difference of opinions and ideas between the respondents and their families
about the topics and issues are discussed when using these sites, to the point of directing and
accepting joint criticism. The study recommended enhancing family awareness about the
benefits and harms of their members' use of social networking sites, and trying to find
standards that determine what is desirable and required in the information, news and ideas
broadcast by these sites. And to be keen on expanding the circle of families' benefit from the
social nmedia sites can provide, especially with regard to issues and events at the local and
international levels.
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